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APPENDIX C 

 MATCH RACING RULES 

Match races shall be sailed under The Racing Rules of Sailing as 

changed by this appendix. Matches shall be umpired unless the 

notice of race or sailing instructions state otherwise. 

Note: A Standard Notice of Race, Standard Sailing Instructions, and 

Match Racing Rules for Visually Impaired Sailors are available on 

the World Sailing website. 

 

C1 TERMINOLOGY 

‘Competitor’ means the skipper, team or boat as appropriate for  

the event. ‘Flight’ means two or more matches started in the same 

starting sequence. 

 

C2 CHANGES TO THE DEFINITIONS AND THE RULES OF 

PARTS 1, 2, 3 AND 4 

C2.1 The definition Finish is changed to: 

Finish   A boat finishes when, after her starting signal, any part 

of her hull crosses the finishing line from the course side after 

completing any penalties. However, when penalties are 

cancelled under rule C7.2(d) after one or both boats have 

finished each shall be recorded as finished when she crossed 

the line. A boat has not finished if she continues to sail the 

course. 

C2.2 The definition Mark-Room is changed to: 

Mark-Room   Room for a boat to sail her proper course to 

round or pass the mark, and room to pass a finishing mark after 

finishing. 

C2.3 Add to the definition Proper Course: ‘A boat taking a penalty or 

manoeuvring to take a penalty is not sailing a proper course.’ 

C2.4 In the definition Zone the distance is changed to two hull lengths. 



Appendix C MATCH RACING RULES 
 

86 

 

(a) has the highest place in the most recent round-robin series, 

applying rule C11.1 if necessary; 

(b) has won the most recent match in the event between the tied 

competitors. 

C11.3 Remaining Ties 

When rule C11.1 or C11.2 does not resolve a tie, 

(a) if the tie needs to be resolved for a later stage of the event (or 

another event for which the event is a direct qualifier), the tie 

shall be broken by a sail-off when practicable. When the race 

committee decides that a sail-off is not practicable, the tie shall 

be decided in favour of the competitor who has the highest 

score in the round-robin series after eliminating the score for 

the first race for each tied competitor or, should this fail to 

break the tie, the second race for each tied competitor and so 

on until the tie is broken. When a tie is partially resolved, the 

remaining tie shall be broken by reapplying rule C11.1 or 

C11.2. 

(b) to decide the winner of an event that is not a direct qualifier  

for another event, or the overall position between competitors 

eliminated in one round of a knockout series, a sail-off may be 

used (but not a draw). 

(c) when a tie is not broken any monetary prizes or ranking points 

for tied places shall be added together and divided equally 

among the tied competitors. 
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